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BRICS Friendship Cities Conclave 2016  

AGENDA  

 

Host City: Mumbai, Maharashtra, India 



B R I C S 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TIME  

16.00 - 17.00 
Please be seated by 16.30  

Registration  

17.00 - 19.00 Inaugural Session 

 Introductory Address Mr. Narinder Nayar, Chairman, Mumbai First 

Welcome Address Shri Swadheen Kshatriya, Chief Secretary, Government of Maharashtra  

Keynote Address Mr. Amar Sinha, Secretary (ER) Ministry of External Affairs 

 Address by  Smt. Snehal Ambekar, Mayor of Mumbai 

 Address by  
Lord Jim O’ Neill, Commercial Secretary, UK Treasury and  
Author of “The Growth Map: Economic Opportunity in the BRICS and Beyond” 

 Address by Smt. Sushma Swaraj, Minister of External Affairs, Government of India 

 Address by  Shri Devendra Fadnavis, Hon’ble Chief Minister of Maharashtra 

 Address by Shri Chennamaneni  Vidyasagar Rao, H. E. Governor of Maharashtra 

  Special launch by 

Shri Narendra Modi,  Hon’ble Prime Minister of India to: 

Release Collection of Essays: “The Making of Vibrant BRICS Cities” 

Release Special BRICS 2016 Stamp cover 

 Inaugural Address by Shri Narendra Modi,  Hon’ble Prime Minister of India 

  

  

Concluding Remarks: Mr. Sumit Mullick I.A.S., Addl. Chief Secretary & Chief of Protocol, Government 

of Maharashtra 

 19.30 - 22.30 
Special Dinner (by invitation only) 

Venue: TBC 

END OF DAY ONE 

N.B. Proposed programme and subject to confirmations from dignitaries 

 

 

DAY 1, Thursday, April 14, 
2016 

BRICS Friendship Cities Conclave 2016  

AGENDA (DRAFT)  



 

 

 

TIME  

8.30 - 09.00 Registration 

09.05 – 09.15 Opening remarks 

“Making Mumbai Work” 
Shri Swadheen Kshatriya, Chief Secretary, Government of 

Maharashtra 

09.30 – 09.40 Theme Presentation  
Mr. Neel Ratan, PwC (Knowledge Partners) 

09.40 – 09.50 Remarks by 
Mr. Rakesh Mohan, Former Deputy Governor of Reserve Bank of India 

and Former Executive Director  

09.50 – 10.05 
“Globalization and Urbanization of the BRICS Cities” 
Mr. K. V. Kamath, President,  New Development Bank 

10.05 - 10.20 

A Global Dialogue on Cities for Vibrant BRICS Cities 

Chaired by: Lord Jim O’Neill – Commercial Secretary, UK Treasury and  

Author of “The Growth Map: Economic Opportunity in the BRICS and Beyond” 

 

Panelists: BRICS Leaders from: 
Panelist 1 – Brazil –  
Panelist 2 – Russia -  
Panelist 3 – India  - Ms. Snehal Ambekar, Mayor of Mumbai 
Panelist 4 – China -  
Panelist 5 - S. Africa –  

 

Focussed Sessions : (Day – 2) 

10.20 – 11.40 

Session – I: “Effective Metropolitan Governance and Appropriate Institution Framework” 

Cities of the BRICS nations face challenges in effective governance. Local needs need to be 

matched with institutional frameworks and revenue-generating tools. Best practices of successful 

governance reforms for efficient and equitable provision of public services from within BRICS 

nations can help other cities develop robust governance and planning systems. 

Chair: (TBC) 
 
Panelists:    PANELIST 1 – BRAZIL       PANELIST 2 – RUSSIA          PANELIST 3 – INDIA           PANELIST 4 – CHINA           PANELIST 5 – S. AFRICA 

 

N.B. Proposed programme and subject to confirmations from dignitaries 

  

DAY 2, Friday, April 15, 2016 



 

 

Parallel Sessions (Day 2) 

11.40 – 13.00  Session – II: “Urban planning, affordable housing and informal settlements” 

Cities require good urban planning that supports adaptability, integration, and connectivity 
accompanied by a sound policy framework. A progressive, implementable and affordable housing 
along with slum upgrade and reformative land policies can catalyse provision of direct 
infrastructure, pro-poor financing options and innovative partnerships for affordable housing 
solutions and programs. Brazil’s Minha Casa, Minha Vida (MCMV – “My House, My Life” in English) 
is one such program that has provided housing and improved the quality of life for low-income 
families across the country. Can India replicate this for its 20 million housing requirements? 
 
Chair: (TBC) 
 
Panelists:    PANELIST 1 – BRAZIL       PANELIST 2 – RUSSIA          PANELIST 3 – INDIA           PANELIST 4 – CHINA           PANELIST 5 – S. AFRICA 

 

11.40 – 13.00 Session – III: “Role of sustainable cities in climate change & energy efficiency” 

The BRICS have a huge impact on global sustainability. Perhaps, if they can get sustainable 
development right, they could pave the way for other developing countries to create economic 
opportunities without further damaging the planet. Whether they would move towards cleaner 
energy sources or continue to be dependent on fossil fuels?  BRICS countries are working towards 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions and have been negotiating emissions targets with developed 
nations that are on an equitable level. China has set goals for clean energy and energy security 
through its five-year plan, and is the leading producer of wind turbines and solar panels.  

1. Has the COP21 conference got BRICS nations approach sustainability and climate change with a renewed 

purpose and stronger commitment? 

2. What can BRICS nations learn from the experience of Masdar in Abu Dhabi as they embark in this 
journey?  

3. What is really required to set BRICS megacities on this path and debottleneck existing constraints? What 
are some of the technologies that can be adopted? What are the best technology choices? 

Chair: (TBC) 
 
Panelists:    PANELIST 1 – BRAZIL       PANELIST 2 – RUSSIA          PANELIST 3 – INDIA           PANELIST 4 – CHINA           PANELIST 5 – S. AFRICA 

 

Lunch Break  : 13.00 – 14.00 

N.B. Proposed programme and subject to confirmations from dignitaries 

 

 

 

 

 

Cont.… DAY 2 
 

Cont.… DAY 2, Friday, April 15, 2016 



Parallel Session Two – Day 2 

14.10 – 15.30 Session-IV: “Urban Utilities (waste management and water distribution)” 

BRICS cities commonly struggle with absence of urban hygiene, sanitation, cleanliness & effective water 

distribution. With urbanization on the rise, effective municipal solid waste management will play a 

critical role in these cities. The possibility of converting such waste to energy and finding a non-

hazardous mechanism to dispose the residual waste, needs to be explored.  China has led the way in 

converting waste to energy. India’s Swachh Bharat Mission is an initiative in the same lines.  Similarly, 

effective water distribution in cities is a growing concern in urban local bodies responsible for water 

management. The percentage of non-revenue water is high, as a result of pilferage and lack of 

automation in distribution networks. Alternate sources of water to supplement natural ones, also need 

to be identified and harnessed effectively. We discuss how BRICS cities work together to achieve the 

social objective of providing low cost consistent water while reducing revenue losses and improving 

infrastructure 

Chair: (TBC) 
 
Panelists:    PANELIST 1 – BRAZIL       PANELIST 2 – RUSSIA          PANELIST 3 – INDIA           PANELIST 4 – CHINA           PANELIST 5 – S. AFRICA 

 

14.10 – 15.30 Session-V: “Making our cities safe and secure” 

Crime rate in cities has increased, and they have become increasingly vulnerable to terror 
attacks.  Urban safety and security are vital for inclusive economic development of our cities, and 
putting in place systems to improve the security of coastal or landlocked cities is essential. Cities 
need to better collaborate and work across borders to share intelligence, and develop capacities to 
better cope with the growing security challenges. Consequently, this session will focus on some 
of the following questions:  
  
1. What is needed to make safe given the higher incidences of petty crimes, rapes, etc?  
     How do nations cope with this challenge as income inequality in cities widens and the incidence 
     of petty crimes and felonies increase? 
2. What can India learn from all the efforts undertaken for the Carnival in Rio de Janerio each year? 
3. What can the BRICS nations learn from China that has managed to outperform Britain and  
    Australia according to the UN Office on Drugs and Crime?  

Chair: (TBC) 
Panelists:    PANELIST 1 – BRAZIL       PANELIST 2 – RUSSIA          PANELIST 3 – INDIA           PANELIST 4 – CHINA           PANELIST 5 – S. AFRICA 

 

15.30-15.45 Closing Plenary 

“Strategies to finance urban development and renewal” 

Special Address: Dr. Raghuram Rajan, Governor, Reserve Bank 

of India 

15.45-16.00 Concluding Remarks 
Mr. Ajoy Mehta, Municipal Commissioner, Municipal 

Corporation of Greater Mumbai (MCGM) 

16.30-19.30 

Glimpses of Mumbai 

Participants have the opportunity of visiting prime historical spots in Mumbai and witnessing what 

makes Mumbai famous and unique 

       20.30 - 22.30:                                                 Special Dinner: 

END OF DAY TWO 

N.B. Proposed programme and subject to confirmations from dignitaries 



 

 

TIME 
 

Parallel Session One – Day 3 

10.00 – 11.20 Parallel Session – VI: “Enabling citizen participation in Governance” 
 

BRICS countries share almost similar social, political and economic transitions, but have made 

different adaptations to engage with citizens based on their varying cultural and historical 

traditions. Unfortunately, all want their citizens to be participative and well informed in the process 

of governance. Effective communication between the citizens and government will play a critical 

role in making citizens responsible for their cities. 

Chair: (TBC) 
 
Panelists:    PANELIST 1 – BRAZIL       PANELIST 2 – RUSSIA          PANELIST 3 – INDIA           PANELIST 4 – CHINA           PANELIST 5 – S. AFRICA 

 

10.00 – 11.20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11.30-13.00 

Parallel Session - VII: “Smart planning for integrated urban transport in BRICS cities” 
 

India will be 50% urbanized by 2050 and is today building 12 metros across some of its largest 

cities. To increase the share of non–motorized transport and in turn productivity,  improving India’s 

urban transport infrastructure and facilitating multimodal integration coupled with smart planning 

is the need of the hour. To enable this what is the institutional architecture required?  How did 

Bogota achieve this and what can other BRICS cities learn from the experience? 

 What kind of technologies, institutional structures, business models, ecosystems & value chains are required to 
make smart transportation a reality? 

 What is the quantum of funding required and what needs to be done to raise this finance?  

 How has this been done globally and what are the lessons learnt from peers like Sao Paulo, Johannesburg, and 
Moscow? 

 

Chair: Mr. U P S Madan, Commissioner, MMRDA 
 
Panelists:    PANELIST 1 – BRAZIL       PANELIST 2 – RUSSIA          PANELIST 3 – INDIA           PANELIST 4 – CHINA           PANELIST 5 – S. AFRICA 

 
 

Special Session:  Industry Conclave 
 

Leaders from the industry participate in delivering presentations on their expertise in urban space 
and solutions that they can offer to help meet urban challenges in BRICS cities. 
 

 
                                                  Session : Lunch Break : 13.00-14.00 

 

14.00-15.15 

 

Special Session: Mayors Conclave 

Presentations by Mayor’s of participating countries on the challenges and best practises in their 

countries 

Chair: Smt. Snehal Ambekar, Mayor of Mumbai 
 

 

DAY 3, Saturday, April 16, 2016 



                                                                                           Cont.… DAY 3 

Parallel Session Two – Day 3  

15.20-16.40 Parallel Session -  VIII:  “Developing regulatory framework  and enabling skill development for 

economic growth” 

While urbanization is the core challenge which all BRICS cities are trying to face, there is a 

tremendous opportunity for harnessing urbanization to develop skills in the workforce, to develop 

a city's specific character. However, developing skills requires a robust and focused education 

sector, investment in skill development and the right regulatory framework. In the absence of 

these factors, cities tend to go into a vicious cycle where the pressures of population increase 

continuously and the investment required for skill development goes beyond reach leading to poor 

economic growth or stunted development which in turn reduces resources available for skill 

development. Cities need to work collaboratively with the private sector in identifying the right 

skills that the cities need and set up a mechanism which develops these skills and harnesses them 

for economic growth.  

Chair: (TBC) 
 
Panelists:    PANELIST 1 – BRAZIL       PANELIST 2 – RUSSIA          PANELIST 3 – INDIA           PANELIST 4 – CHINA           PANELIST 5 – S. AFRICA 

 

 Parallel Session Two – Day 3 

15.20-16.40 Parallel Session – IX:  “Rejuvenating Sub-City Areas” 

Successful renewal of sub–city areas has been a hallmark of the BRICS nations. Globally; East 

London, Jurong in Singapore, Kennedy Town in Hong Kong, Shanghai and Johannesburg in South 

Africa  are few of the many telling examples. Mumbai's own experience with CBDs like Bandra-

Kurla Complex, planned redevelopment of Bhendi Bazaar and NAINA (Navi Mumbai Airport 

Influence Notified Area) are other efforts underway in India's second most populous city.  We look 

at what is really required to achieve a change of this magnitude 

Chair: (TBC) 
 
Panelists:    PANELIST 1 – BRAZIL       PANELIST 2 – RUSSIA          PANELIST 3 – INDIA           PANELIST 4 – CHINA           PANELIST 5 – S. AFRICA 

 

16.40-17.00 

Valedictory  Address:  
Shri Arun Jaitley, 

Hon’ble Finance Minister, Government Of India 

Concluding Remarks & 

Special Announcements 

Shri Devendra Fadnavis 

Hon’ble Chief Minister,   Government of Maharashtra 

END OF CONCLAVE 

N.B. Proposed programme and subject to confirmations from dignitaries 

 

 


